A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

had an access of gout so violent as to be serious. He
wished to see Betty again: why had she not come for
so long ?

Mrs. Dornell was extremely reluctant to take Betty
in that direction too frequently ; but the girl was so
anxious to go, her interests latterly seeming to be
so entirely bound up in Falls-Park and its neighbour-
hood, that there was nothing to be done but to let her
set out and accompany her mother.

Squire Dornell had been impatiently awaiting her
arrival. They found him very ill and irritable. It had
been his habit to take powerful medicines to drive away
his enemy, and they had failed in their effect on this
occasion.

The presence of his daughter, as usual, calmed him
much, even while, as usual too, it saddened him; for
he could never forget that she had disposed of herself
for life in opposition to his wishes, though she had
secretly assured him that she would never have
consented had she been as old as she was now.

As on a former occasion, his wife wished to speak
to him alone about the girl's future, the time now draw-
ing nigh at which Reynard was expected to come
and claim her. He would have done so already, but
he had been put off by the earnest request of the
young woman herself, which accorded with that of her
parents, on the score of her youth. Reynard had
deferentially submitted to their wishes in this respect,
the understanding between them having been that he
would not visit her before she was eighteen, except by
the mutual consent of all parties. But this could
not go on much longer, and there was no doubt, from
the tenor of his last letter, that he would soon take
possession of her whether or no.

To be out of the sound of this delicate discussion
Betty was accordingly sent downstairs, and they soon
saw her walking away into the shrubberies, looking
very pretty in her sweeping green gown, and flapping
broad-brimmed hat overhung with a featheg
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